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GENERAL
Ancient Monuments Branch. Preservation of Historic Buildings. 

(London: Ministry of Works, 1955-) 33 PP- duplicated. The
detailed handbook of an Exhibition of specialist techniques 

developed over the previous 40 years.
Baines, F. ‘Preservation of Ancient Monuments and Historic Build

ings.’ The Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
22 December, 1923, 26 January, 1924, 3rd series, XXXI, 104-6, 

165-74.
Briggs, M. S. Goths and Vandals. (London: Constable, 1952.) 

viii+251pp. A study of the destruction, neglect and preservation 
of historical buildings in England.

Brown, G. B. The Care of Ancient Monuments. (Cambridge: 
University Press, 1905.) xiv+260 pp. An account of the
legislative and other measures adopted in European countries for 
protecting ancient monuments and objects and scenes of natural 
beauty, and for preserving the aspect of historical cities.

De Cardi, B. Protection of Ancient Monuments and Buildings. (London: 
Standing Conference for Local History, 1954.) 5 PP- Outline
of the statutory provisions and current position regarding preserva
tion of buildings of various types, with directory of organisations 

concerned.
Forsyth, W. A. ‘The Repair of Ancient Buildings.’ The Journal of 

the Royal Institute of British Architects, 20 December, 1913, 3rd 

series, XXI, 109-137.
Godfrey, W. H. Our Building Inheritance. (London: Faber & Faber, 

1944.) 87 pp. Detailed consideration of the problem of preserving

♦This bibliography ryas compiled primarily for the use of those taking the Certificate 
Course in the Preservation and Restoration of Historical Buildings in the Bartlett School 
of Architecture, University College, London. Acknowledgments are here made to 
the School, for permission to reprint, and to the Library of the R.I.B.A. for help.
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old buildings in England, with suggestions on reconditioning 
and conversion.

Harvey, J. H. Old Buildings: Problem and Challenge. (Macclesfield: 
Macclesfield Press, 1955.) 9 pp. Reprint from the Transactions 
of the Ancient Monuments Society, New Series, II, 1954, pp. 35-43

Harvey, W. The Preservation of St. Paul’s Cathedral and other Famous 
Buildings. (London: Architectural Press, 1925.) xii + 153 pp. 
A critical study of the structural defects of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, and of the problem of structural drift in arched and 
vaulted buildings.

MacGregor,}. E. M. ‘The Care and Conservative Repair of Ancient 
Buildings.’ Central Council for the Care of Churches, Tenth 
Report, 1947, pp. 62-71.

Peers, C. R. ‘The Treatment of Old Buildings.’ The Journal of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 21 March, 1931, 3rd series 
XXXVIII, 311-25.

Powys, A. R. Repair of Ancient Buildings. (London: Dent, 1929.) 
xvi+208 pp. A text-book suggesting methods in accordance with 
the principles of the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings.

Powys, A. R. & Wilson, J. S. ‘The Repair of Vaulted Buildings.’ 
The Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 12 October, 
1935, 3id series, XLII, 1142-44. Stresses the function of certain 
cracks as natural expansion joints; and the temporary character of 
all repairs.

Vale, E. Ancient England: a Review of Monuments and Remains in 
Public Care and Ownership. (London: Batsford, 1941.) viii+ 
152 pp. Includes descriptions and illustrations of treatment by 
H.M. Office of Works.

GENERAL: Foreign
(Only a very small selection of the most important titles in French
and Italian is given here.)
Annoni, A. Scienza ed Arte del Restauro Architettonico. (Milan 

Edizioni Framar, 1946.) 112 pp. 60 plates. Theory and specific
examples of restoration.

(League of Nations). La Conservation des Monuments d’Art et 
d’histoire. (Paris: Office International des Musees, 1933.) 490 pp. 
Chapters by various authors on principles, legislation, and practice 
of conservation in different countries, arising from the inter
national conference held at Athens in 1931.



Conservation of Old Buildings—A Select Bibliography 117

Lemaire, R. La Restauration des Monuments Anciens. (Antwerp: 
De Sikkel, 1938.) 240 pp. A general treatise on the theory and
practice of conservation.

Leon, P. L. Vie des Monuments Francis: Destruction, Restauration. 
(Paris: Picard, 1931.) 584 pp. A detailed account of French
monumental casualties and methods of restoration, richly illus
trated.

Perogalli, C. La Progettazione del restauro monumentale. (Milan: 
Libreria Politecnica Tamburini, 1955.) 200 pp. Principles and 
examples of good and bad works of restoration.

(UNESCO). Monuments and Sites of History and Art and Archaeological 
Excavations. (Unesco, 1950.) 100 pp. A short general account
of problems and methods, world-wide in scope, in French and 
English.

CHURCHES: General
Caroe, A. D. R. Old Churches and Modern Craftsmanship. (London: 

Oxford University Press, 1949.) xxii+223 pp. A manual of 
church restoration mainly based on the practice of W. D. Caroe 
(1857-1938).

Caroe, W. D. The Care and Preservation of Ancient Churches. (London: 
Incorporated Church Building Society, n.d.) 6 pp.

Central Council for the Care of Churches. The Inspection and 
Care of Churches. (London: The Church Information Board, 
1955. Pamphlets on the Care of Churches, XII, 8 pp.) Notes 
on the Inspection of Churches Measure, 1955.

Incorporated Church Building Society. Architectural Requirements 
and Suggestions: Old Churches. (London: Incorporated Church 
Building Society, 1938, amended 1949.) 8 pp. The Society’s
suggestions for treatment of old churches undergoing alteration 
or repair.

McNally, R. J. The Preservation of Our Churches. (London: 
Incorporated Church Building Society, 1950.) 12 pp.

McNally, R. J. The Regular Inspection of Churches. (London: 
Incorporated Church Building Society, n.d.) 14 pp.

Moore, L. T. The Repair and Care of Mediaeval Churches. (London: 
Incorporated Church Building Society n.d.) 11 pp.

Passmore, H. Church Fabric Maintenance. (London: Incorporated 
Church Building Society, n.d.) 7 pp.

Repair of Churches Commission. The Preservation of our Churches.
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(London: Church Information Board, 1952.) 112 pp. Report of
a Commission appointed by the Church Assembly.

Truman, N. The Care of Churches. (London, Philip Allan, 1935.) 
128 pp. A manual, arranged under headings, mainly for the use 
of clergy and others concerned in the upkeep of churches.

CHURCHES: Acoustics
Bagenal, H. Loudspeakers and Acoustic Problems. (London: S.P.C.K. 

n.d. The Central Council for the Care of Churches, Pamphlets 
on the Care of Churches, II.) 4 pp.

CHURCHES: Bells
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. A Handbook on the 

Installation, Preservation and Repair of Bells, Bell-Frames and 
Fittings. (Privately printed for Council, 3rd edition, 1948.) 

vi+26 pp.

CHURCHES: Churchyards (See also CHURCHES: Monuments) 
Burgess, F. English Churchyard Sculpture. (London: Arts Council, 

1952.) 11 pp. Illustrated notes on the subject of an Exhibition
held to demonstrate the history and best types of churchyard 
memorial.

Central Council for the Care of Churches. The Care of Church
yards. (London: Church Information Board, 4th ed. 1952. The 
Central Council for the Care of Churches.) 39 pp.
Closed Churchyards. (London: Church Information Board, 1953. 
The Central Council for the Care of Churches.) 7 pp.

Scott, J. D. G. & Barley, M. W. Preserving Churchyard Monuments. 
(London: National Council of Social Service, n.d.) 7 pp.

CHURCHES: Faculties.
Central Council for the Care of Churches. Faculties. (London: 

Church Information Board, 1952. The Central Advisory Council 
for the Care of Churches, 8 pp. Pamphlets on the Care of 
Churches, VII.) Explains procedure and the Diocesan Advisory 

Committee system.

CHURCHES: Furnishing and Decoration. (See also below: DECORA
TION)

Blacking, W. H. R. ‘The Furniture and Arrangement of an English 
Church.’ Central Council for the Care of Churches, Tenth
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Report. 1947, 48-61. Mainly a study of the chancel and altar.
Central Council for the Care of Churches. The Re-decoration of 

Ancient Churches. (London: Church Information Board. The 
Central Advisory Council for the Care of Churches, 4 pp. Pam
phlets on the Care of Churches, VIII.)

Comper, J. N. Of the Atmosphere of a Church, (London: Sheldon 
Press, 1947.) 32 pp.

CHURCHES: Glass

Truman, N. The Choice of Stained Glass. (London: S.P.C.K., 1948.) 
3 pp. A consideration of design and subject.

CHURCHES: Lighting and Heating
CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR THE CARE OF CHURCHES. TAf of CA„rcA«

by Electricity. (London: Church Information Board, 3rd ed. 
1951.) 16 pp. Memoranda on installations and regulations to be
observed by contractors.

Curtis, H. L. The Heating of Churches. (London: Incorporated Church 
Building Society, n.d.) 15 pp.

Forsyth, W. A. ‘The Lighting and Heating of Churches.’ Central 
Council for the Care of Churches, Tenth Report, 1947, 72-80.

CHURCHES: Monuments
Central Council for the Care of Churches. ‘The Treatment and 

Preservation of Monuments in Churches.’ Central Council for 
the Care of Churches, Eleventh Report, 1951, 97-106. Discusses 
the cleaning and retouching of colour decoration.

Griffin, R. & D’Elboux, R. H. The Care of Monumental Brasses and 
Ledger Slabs. (London: Church Assembly, n.d. The Central 
Council for the Care of Churches. Pamphlets on the Care of 
Churches, IV.) 4 pp.

Mann, Sir J. ‘The Preservation of Church Monuments.’ Transactions 
of the Ancient Monuments Society. New Series, III, 1955, 19-30.

CHURCHES: Organs, etc.
Central Council for the Care of Churches. Organs in Parish 

Churches. (London: Church Information Board, 1955.) 8 pp.

DECORATION (See also above: CHURCHES, Furnishing and 
Decoration.)

Building Research Station. Colourwashes (including Paints) on
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External Walls. (London: 1950. Building Research
Station Digest No. 17.) 6 pp.

Building Research Station. Distempers on Walls and Ceilings. 
(London: H.M.S.O., 1950. Building Research Station Digest 
No. 22.) 7 pp.

Hussey, C. Paint, Colour-Wash, and Climbing Plants. (London: The 
Georgian Group, 1947.) 16 pp.

HOUSES: General

Braun, H. Restoration of Old Houses. (London: Faber & Faber, 1954.) 
192 pp. A general account of house restorations with chapters on 
each material and process.

Brown, C. B. The Conversion of Old Buildings into New Homes. 
(London: Batsford, 1955.) xiv+218 pp. A detailed textbook on 
all aspects of conversion, notably financial and legal as well as 
architectural, richly illustrated with drawings and photographs. 

Clifford, H. D. & Enthoven, R. E. New Homes from Old Buildings. 
(London: Country Life, 1954.) 119 pp. Detailed treatment of
the conversion of buildings, largely from the technical point of view. 

Committee on Houses. Houses of Outstanding Historic or Architectural 
Interest. (London: H.M.S.O., 1950. H.M. Treasury.) 80 pp. 
Report of the Committee appointed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer under the Chairmanship of Sir Ernest Gowers. 

Ministry of Housing & Local Government. New Homes for Old: 
Improvements and Conversions. (London: H.M.S.O., 1954.)
viii+67 PP- Official statement with information as to grants in 
aid of conversion, and technical facts, well illustrated.

Powell, A. H. Country Building and Handicraft in Ancient Cottages and 
Farmhouses. (London: The Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, n.d.) 12 pp.

Powell, A. H. & others. Report on the Treatment of Old Cottages. 
(London: Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 1919.) 
24 pp. Aesthetic and technical study of the treatment of old 
cottages.

Powys, A. R. An Old Cottage Saved. (London: Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, 1921.) 36 pp. A detailed
report on the conversion of derelict cottages at Drinkstone, 
Suffolk.

Rural Housing Sub-Committee. Reconditioning in Rural Areas. 
(London: H.M.S.O., 1947.) Ministry of Health, 4th Report of
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Sub-Committee. 48 pp. Recommendations for legislation; 
special consideration of houses of architectural or historic merit.

MATERIALS: General

Building Research Station. The Control of Lichens, Moulds and 
Similar Growths on Building Materials. (London: H.M.S.O. 1952. 
Building Research Station Digest, No. 47.) 4 pp.

Building Research Station. The Durability of Roofing Slates. 
(London: H.M.S.O. 1952. Building Research Station Digest, 
No. 45.) 3 pp.

Central Council for the Care of Churches. ‘The Replacement of 
Ancient Lead Roofs with Copper.’ Central Council for the Care 
of Churches, Eleventh Report, 1951, 107-10. Discusses the reasons 
for and against replacement, deciding against the course except 
where absolutely necessary on economic grounds.

Preston, R. St. J. Bituminous Coatings for the Protection of Iron and Steel 
against Corrosion. (London: H.M.S.O. 1946: reprinted 1947. 
Dept, of Scientific and Industrial Research, Chemistry Research 
Special Report No. 5.) iv+39 pp.

Roofing Committee of the Central Council for the Care of Churches. 
Church Roof Coverings. (London: The Builder, 1952.) 31 pp.
Detailed study, with technical notes and diagrams, of all materials 
used for church roofing.

R.I.B.A. The Architectural Use of Building Materials. (London: 
H.M.S.O. 1946. Ministry of Works, Post-War Building Studies, 
No. 18.) 92 pp. Detailed consideration of all types of building
materials with much information on traditional treatments, sizes 
and sources of supply.

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. Limewash as a 
Stone Preservative. (London: Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, 1931.) 2 pp. Detailed instructions for preparation 
and application.

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. The Use of 
Limewash and Silicon Preparations as Stone Preservatives. (London: 
S.P.A.B. 1957.) 3 pp. duplicated.

MA TERIALS: Brickwork

Bonnell, D. G. R. & Pippard, W. R. Some Common Defects in Brick
work. (London: H.M.S.O. 1950. Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, National Building Studies Bulletin, No. 9.) 
vi. T 22 pp.
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MATERIALS: Masonry
Akkell, W.J. Oxford Stone. (London: Faber & Faber, 1947.) 185 pp. 

A Geologist’s study of the stones used for ancient and modern 
buildings in Oxford, and of the decay, repair and maintenance of 
stone buildings.

Building Research Station. The Weathering, Preservation and 
Maintenance of Natural Stone Masonry, Parts I and II. (London: 
FI.M.S.O. 1950; reprinted 1954. Building Research Station 
Digests Nos. 20, 21.) 8 + 8 pp.

Eeles, F. C. ‘Wall Surfaces: Ancient Usage and Modern Care.’ 
Central Council for the Care of Churches, Ninth Report, 1945,44-9- 
Historical and technical study, illustrated. (Also reprinted as 
Pamphlets on the Care of Churches, III, 1946. 8 pp + 8 plates.)

Rawlins, F. I. G. The Cleaning of Stonework. (Aberdeen: University 
Press, 1957.) 24 pp. An illustrated summary of methods of
cleaning old masonry used at cathedrals and other buildings 
reprinted from Studies in Conservation, III, no. 1, 1957.

Schaffer, R. J. The Weathering of Natural Building Stones (London: 
H.M.S.O. 1932; reprinted 1949.) x+149 pp. D.S.I.R. Building 
Research Special Report, No. 18. Comprehensive scientific study 
of forms of decay in stone, methods of prevention, and testing of 
materials.

Schaffer, R. J. & Haslop, W. F. ‘Stone in Architecture.’ (London: 
Royal Society of Arts, 1955; in Journal, vol. CHI, No. 4963 for 
28 October 1955, pp. 837-881.) Full reports of a series of three 
special lectures.

Shore, B. C. G. Stones of Britain. (London: Leonard Hill, 1957.) 
xii+302 pp. +168 plates. An illustrated account of British 
Building stones.

Wright, J. A. ‘Repair and Preservation of Masonry.’ The Journal of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. January 1949, 3rd series, 
LVI, 121-5. A general account of the methods developed by 
H.M. Office of Works, with details of gravity grouting.

MATERIALS: Plasterwork
Jack, J. F. S. ‘Notes on the Repair and Preservation of Decorated 

Plaster Ceilings.’ The Journal of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, September 1950, 3rd series, LVII, 416-19. Account of 
methods used by the Historic Buildings Branch, Ministry of 
Works.
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Robb, C. J. ‘The Restoration of Ancient Plaster Ceilings.’ Central 
Council for the Care of Churches, Ninth Report, 1945, 40-1.

MATERIALS: Timber
Bryan, J. Methods of applying Wood Preservatives. Part I. (London: 

H.M.S.O. 1946; reprinted 1951. D.S.I.R. Forest Products 
Research Records, No. 9.) Deals with non-pressure methods. 

Cartwright, K. St. G. & Findlay, W. P. K. Decay of Timber and its 
Prevention. (London: H.M.S.O. 1946; reprinted 1948.) vi+294 
pp. Dept, of Scientific and Industrial Research: Forest Products 
Research Laboratory. Comprehensive scientific study of fungal 
decay of timber and methods of prevention.

Cartwright, K. St. G. & Findlay, W. P. K. Dry Rot in Wood. 
(London: H.M.S.O. 5th edition, 1952. D.S.I.R. Forest Products 
Research Bulletin, No. 1.) 36 pp.

Central Council for the Care of Churches. Church Timbenvork, 
Books and Fabrics: Damage and Repair. (London: The Builder, 
1957.) 12 pp. A special report on the treatment of damage by
fungi and insects.

Munro, J. W. & Fisher, R. C. Beetles injurious to Timber and Furniture. 
(London: H.M.S.O. 1940; reprinted 1951. D.S.I.R. Forest 
Products Research Bulletin, No. 19.) 36 pp.

Richardson, N. A. Wood Preservatives. (London: H.M.S.O. 1946; 
reprinted 1952. D.S.I.R. Forest Products Research Records. 
No. 17.) 10 pp. Scientific study of different types of preservatives 
and their suitability.

MILLS
Laver, J. & Wailes, R. Windmills. (London: Society for the 

Protection of Ancient Buildings, n.d.) 22 pp. Short account of
the significance and development of windmills.

SPECIAL PROBLEMS
Boileau, I. ‘Town Planning and Historic Buildings.’ Transactions of 

the Ancient Monuments Society, New Series, III, 1955, 56-62. 
Building Research Station. Smoky Chimneys. (London: 

H.M.S.O., 1950. Building Research Station Digest No. 18.) 

4 PP-
Building Research Station. The Treatment of Damp Walls. 

(London: H.M.S.O., 1952; reprinted 1954. Building Research 
Station Digest No. 41.) 6 pp.



Fire Protection Association. Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting in 
Churches. (London: Fire Offices’ Committee, 1957-) 20 pp.

Inter-Departmental Committee. Mining Subsidence: Effects on 
Small Houses. (London: H.M.S.O. 1951. Ministry of Works, 
National Building Studies, Special Report No. 12) iv+24 pp.

Plenderlieth, H. J. The Conservation of Antiquities and Works of Art. 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1956.) 384 PP- A detailed
textbook on the treatment, repair and restoration of museum 

objects.
Rawlins, F. I. G. ‘Dampness in Churches.’ Central Council for 

the Care of Churches, Twelfth Report, 1957, 28-35.

SURUEYS
Council for British Archaeology. The Recording of Architecture 

and its Publication. (London: Council for British Archaeology, 
1956.) 3 pp- A Research Report on the methods of making,
presenting and publishing graphic records of architecture.

Council for British Archaeology. The Investigation of Smaller 
Domestic Buildings. (London: Council for British Archaeology, 
1956.) 4 pp. A Research Report on the essentials of survey in
dealing with vernacular buildings.

Godfrey, W. H. ‘Recording English Architecture.’ Transactions of 

the Ancient Monuments Society, New Series, III, 1955, 88-94.
Harvey, W. Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, Structural Survey, 

Final Report. (London: Oxford University Press, 1935.) xxvi+27 
pp. +plates. Fully illustrated survey and report.

Harvey, W. Structural Survey of the Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1935.) xv+30 pp.-Fplates.

Fully illustrated survey and report.
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. King s Lynn. 

(London, for King’s Lynn Borough Council, 1948.) 64 pp.
Illustrated report and survey of buildings of architectural and 

historic interest.

WAR DAMAGE
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. The Treatment 

of Ancient Buildings damaged in Wartime. (London: The Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, n.d.) 6 pp.
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